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Shirley Bishop 

Shirley’s love of art glass started when she 

took a stained glass class as a senior in high 

school. 

 

As an empty nester in 2013 she took a fused 

glass class which again sparked her love of 

glass. Her husband, John, bought her first kiln 

for Christmas that year. 
 

Living on 20 acres in Washougal, WA allowed 

her to build a small workshop; however, she 

was so deep into her glass addiction that one 

small kiln turned into a large bathtub kiln and 

then to others. Quickly she ran out of room. 
 

Shirley started Studio13GlassArt and began   

holding classes and open studios for her 

friends & neighbors. She participated in many 

bazaars and art fairs. In 2017 she joined the 

Washougal Studio Artists, which held its first 

tour on Mother’s Day weekend in 2018. It was 

a huge success with over 250 people visiting 

her studio that weekend. This year saw close 

to 300 visitors! 
 

Last Christmas she moved into a 1200 square 

foot space giving her more room, heat,    

bathrooms and lots of light! A space all her 

own that’s comfortable and provides not only 

a work shop area but classroom space, a kiln 

room and even her own Gallery! 
 

Shirley participated for the first time in the 

2019 Gathering of the Guilds. Though not a 

huge success she recently was contacted by a 

retailer who placed several orders with her. 
 

Hoping to retire in 4 years with her husband 

Shirley plans on creating more fused glass. Her 

favorite creation includes her “Wave” using 

cut glass and frit. The stand is driftwood she 

finds on the coasts of the Pacific NW.  
 

Shirley looks forward to getting more involved 

with the OGG when she retires from her full 

time sales job that takes her all over Oregon.  

Featured Artists 

Winter 2019-2020 

Shirley Bishop 
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OGG State Meeting and Vendor Fair 

 

 The 2019 Vendor Fair was a 

huge success! We had 7      

vendors attend; 4 of which are 

new sponsors!! Gerald McBride 

Woodworking (new), Spirit of 

Glass (new), Shape Caster/

Artifex, Melt Glass, Portland 

Waterjet (new), Skutt Kilns 

(new), and Bullseye Glass.   
 

In order for our sponsors to 

get an ‘ad’ on our website, they 

make yearly donations to the 

Guild.  This year we received 

over $3,500 in products that 

were used for our drawing.  

Our vendors were extremely 

happy with their sales and our 

members with their purchases 

as well as winnings from our 

awesome drawing. 
 
 

Check out the website and our  

sponsors’ web pages to see 

what great things are available, 

sometimes with a discount, 

from our sponsors. 
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OGG Holiday Party 
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EMPTY BOWLS—the end of an era 

 

From Sharon Dunham, OGG liaison to OPA’s Empty Bowls: 

Having volunteered at the Waterfront Blues Festival’s Empty Bowls fundraiser for almost 2 decades I am sad 

to bring the following news from the Oregon Potters’ Association (OPA). Empty Bowls is predominately an 

OPA event; however, OGG has had a presence in helping to raise money for the Oregon Food Bank and, 

more recently, the Sunshine Division for many years. And a very special thank you to Bullseye Glass who 

hosted the past two fuse-a-thons where OGG members created glass pieces to benefit the fundraiser.  

 

The following is from OPA’s Gretchen Lambert who has served as one of the OPA chairs of Empty Bowls. 

 

"I'd like to send out huge thank you to all the participants in this year's Clayworks for Community (formerly 

Empty Bowls) event within the Blues Festival. It is a surprisingly big undertaking requiring many human 

hours, heavy lifting, breathing dirt and a commitment of availability for 4 to even 6 days. This year, as with 

past years, volunteers came early for shifts, stayed longer to help, took time off work, and, this year, helped 

each other work within the new restrictive rules regarding bringing and removing artist's work to and from 

the booth. They received no reimbursement for downtown parking for their shifts. They didn't even get 

snacks! Thank you all! 

 

As many of you recall, 2017 was the last year the Oregon Food Bank ran the Waterfront Blues Festival and 

it was taken on by a for-profit event company, which runs the festival now in association with the Portland 

Sunshine Division. The event company has tried very hard to make us happy and has been good to work 

with. However, there have been changes. The biggest of those changes is that the costs of providing the 

booth: space, tents, electricity, wireless access, accounting, Square and tablet, and moving pottery to and 

from Georgies is now taken off the top of the sale of donations and the Portland Sunshine Division, not the 

Oregon Food Bank, is the recipient of what is left. Two years ago the membership was pretty evenly divided 

on whether or not to continue running this event within an event and it was decided to give the new       

situation a look see.  

 

It has been two years of experience now and the event was discussed at the August OPA Board meeting. 

The following table is breakdown of how the money flowed from the beginning of the Empty Bowls project 

in 1993 through 2019 and was used to help decide the fate of the Empty Bowls project within the Blues Fes-

tival. 

 

Considering the widening divergence of the mission of the Waterfront Blues Festival with the original      

mission of OPA's participation in it and our mission as stated in our 501c-3 charter, the Board has voted to 

discontinue the program. It is felt that there are both better ways to contribute to our community and    

support our members' charitable outpourings that better align with our mission and also to provide better 

selling opportunities for a larger number of our members. To those ends, a member-wide Visions meeting is 

being planned for early Fall by our incoming Co-Vice President, Aubrey Sloan Watch your email for News 

You Can Use!" 
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OGG 2019 Open Studio and Sale—It’s A Wrap! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OGG’s annual Open Studio Tour and Sale was held 

on November 9th and 10th.  We had 19 artists    

showing in 13 studio locations across Multnomah, 

Clackamas and Washington Counties in Oregon and 

Clark County in Washington.  Several artists had 

either demonstrations or projects for their guests.  

People talked about the mosaic project at Margaret 

Eagle’s, the ornament project at Carlyne Lynch’s, 

Kevin Kanyo’s vitrograph pull and combing demos at 

Ann Cavanaugh’s and Bob Heath’s sandblasting. 
 

If you live in any of these counties, you should join us 

the second weekend in November 2020 when we’ll 

be having another Open Studio Tour and Sale.  If you 

live outside of these counties, but would like to   

participate, you can indicate that on your application 

and we’ll find a studio that has space for you and 

your work. 
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OGG is thankful for our collaboration with Bullseye Glass—from hosting the past two years 
of our Fuse-a-thon events benefitting both the Oregon Food Bank and Sunshine Division to 
their participation in our Vendor Fair over the years.  Many members have enjoyed         
Bullseye’s educational videos and classes as well as the expertise of the Resource Center’s 
staff. Thank you for being one of our longtime sponsors! 

Bullseye’s Mission: 
We collaborate with a community of artists around the globe to produce quality art glass and promote quality glass art. 

Bullseye Glass Company is a manufacturer of colored glass for art and architecture with worldwide distribution and a 
strong commitment to research, education, and promoting glass art. Our glass is handcrafted in our factory, based in 
Portland, Oregon. 

Since 1974, we have collaborated with a community of artists worldwide and have been instrumental in developing 
many of the fundamental materials and methods at the core of contemporary kiln-glass. We're widely known as the 
first company in the world to formulate and manufacture glasses that are factory-tested for fusing compatibility. We're 
also recognized for key contributions to the kilnforming, kilncasting, flameworking, and coldworking methods used to 
create glass art. 

Bullseye is a small company with worldwide influence. 

OGG MEMBER BENEFITS 

The Oregon Glass Guild welcomes all who have a passion for glass. While the majority of 
OGG members live and work in Oregon and southwest Washington, membership is open to 
all who are interested in the glass arts. Benefits of membership in the Oregon Glass Guild 
include (but are not limited to): 

 Monthly membership meetings with programs featuring local, national and international 
glass artists representing all aspects of the glass arts. 

 Discounts on OGG sponsored workshops and educational events. 

 Opportunity to participate in The Oregon Glass Gallery, OGG's annual glass studio tour 
and sale. 

 Opportunity to have a Gallery Page featuring your work on the website. 

 Link from the website to your own website. 

 Member discounts from Friends of the Guild businesses. 

 Access to member only information on the web site. 

 Opportunity to join member only mailing lists to be notified of meetings and member      
activities as well as special offers available to OGG members. 

 Opportunity to submit information for the OGG newsletter (featured artist, want ad         
information, etc.). 

Featured Sponsor—Bullseye Glass 
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Editor’s “Interview” with OGG’s 2020 President 
 

(Editor’s note: I had the pleasure of talking with OGG’s incoming President, 
Lyn Kennison, about her thoughts and vision for our glass guild. Here is 
some of what she shared.) 

  

Lyn was first introduced to glass around 2002-2003 through what, for many 
of us, was the art of stained glass. She learned this technique at Cline 
Glass in Portland. Her journey continued there when she signed up for a 
fused glass jewelry class; she said she was “hooked”. A third Cline Glass 
experience was instrumental in her glass addiction when an employee sold 
Lyn her first kiln and she was off and running. 

  

When asked how she came to become OGG’s next President, Lyn was 
candid—”a while ago I served as Vice President when Bob Heath was our 
President. At that time I wasn’t ready to consider being President. At our  
State Meeting no one stepped up so I decided it was my turn. We all have 
to step up if we want our guild to continue.” 

  

Some ideas Lyn has for the coming year include bringing a couple of      
potential educational offerings for guild members—a class on mosaics and 
a potential workshop on moldmaking. Lyn intends to announce a meeting 
in January when she hopes to invite members to help plan for future 
events and guild business. 

  

Lyn’s vision for the guild is to create a place of learning, fun, and joy 
through classes and meetings. She feels this can be accomplished through 
quality offerings. Playdates are a big part of this where members get to 
know each other in a small group experience. Participants are energized 
by others. We are all good at something even if some of us think we are 
not. We all have something unique to bring to the table. Additionally, we 
need to pull from our members to help teach classes and workshops. Bring 
us your ideas. Focus. Do it! 

And A Word From Our Incoming President 



 

Oregon Glass Guild 

www.oregonglassguild.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook 

Have an item for the newsletter?  

 

The next issue will be out in the spring of 2020 so please keep that in mind when 

submitting items about events, classes, member want ads, or other time  sensitive 

information.   

 

I am currently looking for the next featured artist. If you are interested please 

send me your information (headshot, artwork and artist bio)! 

 

Email newsletter items to Sharon Dunham at dunhamsw@frontier.com 

 

 

OGG becomes PNWGG 

 

 

 

The Oregon Glass Guild is changing its name to Pacific Northwest Glass 

Guild (pnwgg.org) to better represent a more regional representation of 

its membership. Stay tuned for more information. 


