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Linda Gerrard 

Linda Gerrard was born and raised in a 
very small town in Southeastern Utah. As 
second oldest, she was raised to be very 
independent and was responsible for 
taking care of her 4 brothers while their 
parents managed their family business. 
The 5 children were always outside    
playing and learning to observe and love 
the beauty of nature. This is likely where 
Linda’s love of gardening began and    
developed into a fondness for flower  
arranging. She was fortunate to be able 
to sell her arrangements at craft fairs for 
several years.  

After moving to Oregon in her early 20’s, 
Linda worked in the very structured    
environment of the high-tech world. She 
was able to use her creative skills to set 
up departments and develop and  
streamline processes in two different 
start-up organizations, moving on to   
participate in new computer system    
implementation then to write computer 
syntax.  

When attending art shows, Linda found 
she was always attracted to glass, so   
imagine her excitement when she learned 
fused glass was something she could 
make herself! Linda’s inspiration comes 
from the beauty of nature in her own 
‘back yard’, her travels and her husband’s 
photography. She started her glass art 
career making functional pieces, but was 
drawn to more detailed work including 
animals, birds, flowers and scenes.  

Now that Linda is retired from corporate 
life, she has much more time to devote to 
her passion and plans to continue   de-
signing and creating beautiful kiln formed 
glass art.  

Featured Artist 

Winter 2017– 18 

Linda Gerrard 
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And Now A Word From Our Presidents  

State President Message 
 

 

 

 

Hi everyone. 

 

I hope you all are enjoying the holiday time with loved ones. 

It’s the time to reset and make plans for the year. Whatever your goal is, do 

something that gets you closer to that goal. 
 

We all have ideas in our head that involve working with glass in some new way 

that you have not tried. This is the time to do it. Is it a new technique? Maybe 

someone in the guild can save you time.  Have you discovered something new? 

Share it with others,  you will find that  nothing improves your techniques like 

teaching others. 
 

Working with glass has many variables and permutations. If you know something, 

teach something.  The more you give, the more you get. 
 

I do landscapes. I like how I construct my trees. I do my own vitrograph rods and 

murrini. I have worked with water in my landscapes. I would be willing to share 

my best techniques and maybe get some good ideas in return. 
 

What if everyone in the guild listed their best techniques that they are willing to 

share and have a technique swap meet? 
 

Just a thought. 
 

Jim K 
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And Now A Word From Our Presidents (continued) 

Gorge Chapter—Mystie Haynie 

From Charlene Fort! 

Stephanie Johnston and Charlene Fort offered a kids’ class at The Dalles Art Center 

on Wednesday, December 20th.  There were 20 kids (and many parents that had to 

be kicked out of the class). The kids made a couple ornaments each and they actually 

got to watch us grind the glass colors of their choice with a coffee grinder. This was a 
fun and somewhat challenging event as those little grinders are built to take on coffee 

beans, not glass. We introduced the group to the KILN ROOM and they weren’t as 

impressed as they rightfully should have been; it’s just a big black box to them. Oh 

well! This was about the most exciting thing the GORGE CHAPTER has going right 

now. We didn’t even schedule a Christmas gig this year. Boo hoo!    

 

 

 

 

Portland Chapter—Mitzi Kugler 

Greetings, my name is Mitzi Kugler and I’m your new Portland OGG president. I have been a member for 

about six years. The reason I joined OGG in the beginning was to find a place for the exchange of ideas and 

knowledge of the glass medium that we work with. But I have also found friends who enjoy art and a good 

laugh. This is why I support and help our guild because it checks off all those boxes and more.  

I hope to continue the positive leadership role that Richard Glenn has fulfilled these past two years. I also 

want to thank him for the time and talent that he has given to our guild. It was a wonderful demonstration 

that he provided for us as his last days as our president. Thank you again, Richard! 

Onwards for the next year. We need input from our members as to what you want from your guild. Put 

your thinking caps on and tell us what information would help you, inspire you or guide you to push new 

boundaries and realize your glass art goals. How can we help you? We will be meeting to brainstorm ideas 

to set up speakers and activities for the 2018 year. All members are welcome. Please RSVP and bring a small 

snack to share, January 10, 2018 at 7:00pm. mitzikart@gmail.com 

4970 Bonnet Dr. 

West Linn, 97068 

503-939-7130 

Thank you and I hope to see many of you, Mitzi Kugler 
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2018 Membership Renewals 
 

It is time to renew your membership for 2018!  Most of you have a membership that expires on December 

31st, and while we had hoped to have online renewals set up by now, we’ve hit a few obstacles we need to 

overcome before that is possible.  In the interest of saving the Guild the cost of printing and mailing paper 

renewals, we will be sending out an email reminder.  But there’s no need to wait!  You can renew your 

membership by making a check payable to “Oregon Glass Guild” and mailing it to:  Kandyse Whitney; OGG 

Membership Chair; 2090 SW 203rd Ave; Beaverton, OR  97003.  Individual membership is $45 and Family 

membership is $65. Please also take the time to check your contact information in the online database and 

make any necessary changes.  If you need to change your email address, please send a note to the          

webmaster so the update can be made to the mailing list.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Membership Chair 
 

Would you like to be the OGG Membership Chair?  After 20+ years of working with glass, I have decided to 

transition into making quilled paper art.  I hope to be fully “retired” from glass before the year is over and 

have my replacement in place before then.  The duties are fairly straightforward and simple.  You’ll receive 

checks for the membership dues, update the online database, and hand the checks over to the             

Treasurer.  When the transition to online payment is complete, it should become more of a monitoring role 

and answering any questions from the public that are sent via the website.  This position is also part of the 

State Board so the ability to attend the state board meetings is preferred. 

 

If you have any questions, would like more information, or are interested in the position, please contact me 

at BlueFoxGlass@me.com.  Thanks!  Kandyse Whitney, OGG Membership Chair 
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OGG Annual Holiday Party 
 

 

The 2017 OGG Holiday Party Recounted by Sharon Dunham 

(to the tune of ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas) 

(I just realized I started this tradition in 2007 - 10 years ago!) 

 

‘Twas weeks before Christmas with Linda and Darrell; OGG friends brought gifts that could be in peril. 

We started the evening with turkey and stuffings, With wassail, and salads and Julie’s cheese puffings. 

The desserts and main dishes, what a tasty array, But now to the gift exchange for those who came to play!  

 

The gifts were assembled, wrapped in bright greens and reds, While visions of stealing them danced in our heads. 

Julie picked the first gift (number one - “get her done”), As she opened tin snowflakes and started the fun. 

As the second to pick, I scored “Earl Grey tea”, Which turned out to be a box of glass murrini. 

 

Among some of the gifts the murrini was frozen, But wait, there were lots of things left to be chosen. 

The gifts were all opened, just one at a time; There was chocolate, goat cheese and a bottle of wine. 

Wired Up, handmade cards, a glass bird to reveal; Yes, one more gift that was up for the steal. 

 

With the two dozen guests at the party who came, Each armed with a number, we called them by name: 

Now Julie! Now, Margie! Now, Sondra and Jane! On, Carlene! On, Kathy! On Jim and On, Jayne! 

Now Sharon and Sharon! Now Ros and Now Bill! On Lyn! On Pam! On Dianne and On, Al!  

 

When it came to the end Julie picked up the bird , But a side deal was made with hardly a word! 

There was chocolate involved; some eaten I think? Our next OGG party will be here in a blink! 

 

With special thanks to Linda and Darrell Gerrard 

for hosting this year’s OGG Holiday party! 

 

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Peace to All! 

With Best Wishes from Sharon Dunham, OGG Newsletter Editor  

 



Page 6 Oregon Glass Guild              January 2018 

 

MEMBER BENEFITS 
 

The Oregon Glass Guild welcomes all who have a passion for glass. While the majority of OGG members 
live and work in Oregon and southwest Washington, membership is open to all who are interested in the 
glass arts. Benefits of membership in the Oregon Glass Guild include (but are not limited to): 

 Monthly membership meetings with programs featuring local, national and international glass artists 
representing all aspects of the glass arts. 

 Discounts on OGG sponsored workshops and educational events. 

 Opportunity to participate in The Oregon Glass Gallery, OGG's annual glass show and sale . 

 Opportunity to have a Gallery Page featuring your work on this website. 

 Link from the website to your own website. 

 Member discounts from Friends of the Guild businesses. 

 Member only information on the web site. 

 Opportunity to join member only mailing lists to be notified of meetings and member activities as 
well as special offers available to OGG members. 

 Opportunity to submit information for the OGG newsletter (featured artist, want ad information, etc.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

There are many ways to participate in the show, ranging from having your own booth, to sharing a 10x10 or             
participating in the Group Booth, which is a great way to get your toes wet for the show.  
 

We also need volunteers! The GotG steering committee is increasing the emphasis on education at the show, so we 
will be looking for volunteers to do demos. (Demo time can count toward the volunteer hour requirements to lower 
your commission rate if you’re in the show, but we would also love to have guild members who aren’t in the show  
volunteer.) 
 

We also need a new publicity chair and a volunteer chair to coordinate all the volunteer assignments. Please contact 
Mary Stoneman (mary.stoneman@meltings.com) if you’re able to help out! Both jobs are very manageable. 
 

Last year’s show was a major success, attracting 15,045 visitors over the three days. Glass Gallery’s total gross sales (as 
self-reported by participating OGG members when paying their commissions) were $36,868, up 43 percent from 
$25,708 in 2016.  
 

2017 participants can reserve their same space by submitting their applications by Jan. 15. After that, booth              
assignments are mostly first come first serve.  
  

If you have questions, please contact me (Aviva, fostersbeauties@gmail.com).  

mailto:mary.stoneman@meltings.com
mailto:fostersbeauties@gmail.com
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2017 OGG Open Studios Tour & Sale 

 

The third year of the Open Studio and Tour was a hit. We had many more people coming through than last 

year and they loved the hands-on times at studios. The sandblasting at Bob and Rox Heath’s home was    

extremely popular. I heard it from several customers who had so much fun. They told me all about what 

they had made. This type of exposure to glass art was great because it was immediate satisfaction in a    
completed project. Other glass artists provided demonstrations and some had make and pick-up/send     

projects. I feel it helps to build our customers’ understanding and they start to know how much is involved 

in the  making of our art. 

 

I want to thank everyone on the committee for their work on this event, especially Aviva Brandt and Kathy 

Engholm for their expertise. Since we have we have many people willing to make this event a success it was 

an easy event to coordinate. This being said, I will not be able to guide this event next year because of my 

new role as incoming president of the Portland OGG chapter. There is a calendar guideline set up and many 

wonderful individuals to help along the way. Please consider stepping forward and helping your guide.       

Remember, many hands do light work!  

 

Thank you, Mitzi Kugler 
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Facebook 

Have an item for the newsletter?  

 

As of December 1, 2017, I have RETIRED after 35 years at OHSU! So . . . I am 

hoping to have a bit more time to devote to putting together the OGG        

newsletter, but only with your help! If I don’t get items from you to include there 

is no reason to publish a newsletter.  The next issue will be out in the spring of  

2018 so please keep that in mind when submitting items about events, classes, 

member want ads, or other time sensitive information.   

I am currently looking for the next featured artist? If you are interested please 

send me your information (headshot, artwork and artist bio)! 

Email newsletter items to Sharon Dunham at dunhamsw@frontier.com 

 


